


E Giles Shenton Productions proudly present

RCT ’i story of AN

A ?. prlll_oies o
i.aurc Lipman | . », | ‘

written & performed by West End
and Broadway star Helen Anker

[Imington Village Hall
Sat 3 Aug 2024 7.30pm

Tickets £12.50 from Ilmington Community Shop or online at
www.buytickets.at/gilesshentonproductions (booking fee applies)
www.gilesshentonproductions.co.uk



The Downs and Valley Churches
Tea at limington Rectory!

All Welcome

Sunday 14 July, 2.30-4.00pm
\ Tea, cakes and sideshows

Y/

[Imington Rectory CV36 4LB (entry from Upper Green, opposite Village Hall)

An evening of Parisian-flavoured
jazz and Gypsy Swing

i) lub o =
Expect stylizh jazz and vintage swing.

IImington Village Hall
Saturday 20 July 2024

T.30pm — 9. 30pm (inc. 20min interval).
Doors and bar open from Tpm

£15.00 at swingfrompans.counk

Ligten: (= LN =i i | - i /swingfrompariz i ewingfrompariscfficiel
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Richard Cooke, the Rector, writes:

Promises, promises...
This July edition of the Downs and Valley Parishes Magazine should
arrive with you just around election day. It feels as if it's been a long
wait...but don't worry, I'm not going to suggest you vote one way or
the other. Though my thoughts this month are partly prompted by
recognising how fortunate we are to be able to vote, and to do so
freely.

In the election campaign it has been noticeable that there’s
been a strong emphasis on reducing, or at least not increasing, taxes,
and very limited engagement with the issue of climate change. In that
sense it's been a campaign dominated by negatives, assuming that all
of us voters are primarily concerned with keeping what we've got and
avoiding sharing it with others; and that we are unconcerned about
the world we leave to future generations. Now, I know that a good
many people are struggling, especially those with young children who
are on low incomes. Stories that I hear from other clergy who run
Food Banks, such as the one in Shipston, make that clear. But the em-
phasis on reducing taxes and ignoring climate change tends to focus
on what we don’t have, rather than what we do, and that’s my con-
cern with it. It feeds a mindset which is the opposite of generous.

What's the alternative? A couple of years ago I came across a
fascinating book called Factfulness by Hans Rosling, a Swedish doctor.
It helpfully shows that the world is actually a much better and more
hopeful place than we naturally imagine it to be. To take poverty as an
example, the proportion of the world’s population living in extreme
poverty was around 85% at the start of the 19" century. Today it is
around 9%. But what is surprising is that it was only in 1966 that the
proportion dropped below 50%, and that since 2000 extreme poverty
reduced faster than it had ever done before. At the same time average
life expectancy has risen from 31 years in 1800 to around 72 years
today, and again the curve has been rising sharply in the last 25 years
or so. Even more astonishingly, there is now no country with life ex-
pectancy below 50 years. I wouldn’t have come close to a right an-
swer if you'd asked me to guess what those statistics were, and nor,
apparently, would most people in the Western world.

Rosling puts it more personally when he briefly writes about his
own family and looks at the living conditions for the last two or three
generations - those who we have some meaningful connection with.
When you do that, you can put some faces and names to the way
things have improved. Instead of focusing on what we may not be
able to have in the future, thinking back like this makes us aware of
the incredible changes of the recent past that we so easily take for
granted. Survey after survey tends to show that we think things are
getting worse. Statistic after statistic tends to show that actually
things are improving.

The book is well worth reading, in my view, though beware: it
might change how you think! I have obviously hardly done it justice in
such a short space. Perhaps its most important and hopeful effect for
me is to think that the problems of the world can be tackled and are
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not as insurmountable as they easily seem to be. The instinct I see be-
ing fed in the Election is that most of us are assumed to want to pull up
the draw-bridge and not engage with wider issues. And I hope that’s
not true.

Of course there’s an added dimension for me as a Christian.
Seeing the world and our society’s issues through faith in God makes a
difference, because it makes me feel that we are not on our own if God
is with us, and the generous nature that we see in Jesus Christ prompts
me to believe that there is genuine hope for the future. Let’s see what
the outcome of the election brings!

School Leavers’ Services
We shall be sad to say good-bye to the Year-6s from both IImington
and Newbold & Tredington Schools at the end of July. There are Leav-
ers’ Services for both schools, in Ilmington Church (17 July at 9.30am)
and Tredington Church (18 July at 2pm) respectively, where the leav-
ers will be presented a copy of the Bible from the Churches.

From the Registers

Weddings:

At Preston-on-Stour on 8 June, Harriet Smith and Mark Jinks

At Tredington on 9 June, Joshua Bee and Rianna Croxford

At Ilmington on 15 June, Rebecca Harvey and Aaron Marriott; on 22
June, Emily Morrison and Duncan Smith

The Downs & Valley Magazine is intended as a forum for village news
from within the Parishes of Ilmington, Stretton-on-Fosse, Whitchurch,
Preston-on-Stour, Tredington and Darlingscott. Opinions expressed are
those of the individuals contributing and the publication of these and of
news items does not imply support for those opinions or items by the
churches.

Editor’'s Note
The deadline for copy for the August 2024 issue is Saturday 17 July to
Susan Brock, Editor, E. s.brock9@btinternet.com, Daisy Cottage, Front
St., Ilmington, CV36 4LA. Please note that the limit for editorial arti-
cles is 150 words. Enquiries about advertising to Tim Seller: E.
Tim.Seller@outlook.com, Long Barn, Back St., Ilmington, CV36 4LJ.

The image on this month’s cover is by James Murray-White of IIming-
ton. I'm always looking for artwork so if you have a painting, drawing
or photograph which you would like to submit, email it to me, Susan
Brock, as a jpg or PDF file (portrait layout). Age is no barrier! No com-
puter? Drop it round to my house (see address above) and I'll scan it
for you.

Susan Brock, Editor



Nature Notes July 2024
Have you ever looked at discarded bird feathers? Their amazing

membrane like structure, wonderful colours and different shades. We
can see from the feather which part of the bird it came from. Wing
feathers

are the longest but sometimes tail feathers are too. From the wing
feather we can see if it is from the left or right hand wing. The bottom
of the feather is fluffy, providing the bird with insulation against the
cold. We say the bird has fluffed its feathers up, when it seemingly
looks more “dumpy.” The wing feathers are wind proof and the tail
feathers are used to steer the bird in flight. They are also water
proof. As the song says "When Jesus is my portion, A constant friend
is He, His eye is on the sparrow, And I know He watches over me”".
Amen.

Gill

ILMINGTON

Ilmington Horticultural Society Annual Show 2024

This year's show of fruit, flowers, vegetables, cookery and crafts will
take place on Monday 26 August as part of Ilmington Show. The Soci-
ety’s objective is to encourage gardening in our community and its
shows offer an opportunity for friendly competition. Anyone can enter
whether they live in IImington or outside the village and there are
special classes for children so all the family can join in. You don't
have to be an expert grower, cook or artist but this is a real competi-
tion with trophies to be won. Have a go and enjoy producing your
best flowers, vegetables, jams, cakes, wines, photos and art and
crafts. Schedules and entry forms will be available at Imington Com-
munity Shop from 1 July and online at

. If you have any questions contact Su-
san Brock, Hon. Secretary, E: s.brock9@btinternet.com.
Susan Brock

Summer Supper and Other Dates
Friday July 5% is the date for our next long-table supper @thecafe.
Join us for a convivial summer’s evening with friends: still only £20
for three courses, including your first drink and coffee or tea. Tickets
from the Community Shop. And don't forget, we hold community
groups in the Café all year round. Knit & Natter is on Wednesday 24%
July at 2pm. Book Club is on Tuesdak/ 2" July (we're reading Cider
With Rosie) and again on Tuesday 6" August, always at 2pm. Baby
Group is on a Wednesday at 10am and we'd love to encourage some
new recruits!
IImington Community Shop Committee



https://ilmington-pc.gov.uk/ilmington-horticultural-society
https://ilmington-pc.gov.uk/ilmington-horticultural-society
mailto:s.brock9@btinternet.com

Wednesday Club: Next Meeting on 10th July at 1.30
Paul Williams provided a very interesting and humorous presentation
at our last meeting. A big thank you to him for letting us share his
background in gardening.
Our next meeting will be on the 10th July where we will be going to
visit the butterfly farm in Idlicote (Blackberry farm). If you would like
to come, please meet outside the Village Hall at 1.30. There will be a
collection of £5 each for Shipston Home Nursing. We can only hope
that summer will have arrived by then so the butterflies will be
around!
There is only one birthday in the month of July and that one belongs
to Gill Gray. Happy birthday Gill on 17th. Till then, I'm looking for
some blue skies!
Carole Clifford, Chair

Swing from Paris: Parisian-flavoured Jazz and Gypsy Swing
Saturday 20 July, 7.30pm, Ilmington Village Hall
“Intelligent, interesting and inventive” % % % % - The Jazz Mann
Look forward to an evening of Parisian-flavoured jazz and Gypsy
Swing, with Swing from Paris at Ilmington Village Hall, on Saturday
20 July. Expect stylish jazz and vintage swing. Tickets are £15 in ad-
vance from swingfromparis.co.uk.

Ilmington Village Hall

Audrey Hepburn. All she really wanted was to be loved and to

find love. Saturday 3 August.
Glimpse behind the icon in this new biopic play written and performed
by Helen Anker. Have you ever wondered what is behind the seeming-
ly idyllic life of Audrey Hepburn? She was, and continues to be, an
inspiration. In The Essence of Audrey she shares her successes and
failures, her triumphs and disappointments, confronting her anxieties
and fears and finding the truth she’s never been able to voice before.
Helen Anker has appeared in many shows in the West End and on
Broadway, and in numerous regional productions. She is excited to
share with you her one-woman play about the life of Audrey Hepburn,
which she wrote and created herself during lockdown. Tickets are
£12.50 from the Community Shop. Doors/bar open at 7:00 for 7:30
start.
Wellbeing events: Table tennis on Tuesdays 2:00-3:00pm; Kurling
on Thursdays 2:30-3:30pm; Tai Chi on Fridays 11:15-12:15 except
for the last Friday of the months when it is 1:00-2:00pm.

2024 Iimington Show August Bank Holiday Monday
There’s still time to book a stall or to sponsor the Show which attract-

ed over 4000 visitors last year. The proceeds are distributed to chari-

ties and organisations of value to the local community. For further

information or to book a stall contact Nigel Dunn via ilmington-

show@gmail.com. If you would like to sponsor the Show contact Rob
8
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Beebee at Robert.beebee@ipu.co.uk. And finally if you would like to
help the Show go with a swing on the day, why not volunteer to
help. Contact Paul Dakin, paul.r.dakin@btinternet.com, to find out
how. And don't forget to follow the Show on Facebook.

Susan Brock, Ilmington Show Committee

PRESTON-ON -STOUR

Preston’s Village BBQ - Sunday 14th July
The BBQ team will be serving from 1pm as usual. There will be a
selection of meats, vegetarian options and fantastic homemade sal-
ads all for £10 a plate, £5 for under 10s.
We have booked a fine day for outside dining - surely summer will
be here by then, but if not we will be in the hall. Please remember to
bring your own glasses and whatever you would like to drink with
your meal. Looking forward to catching up with village friends old
and new.

Film Night - Friday 26th July
We will be showing ‘Wicked Little Letters’ this month. The film is
based on a true tale of a foul-mouthed scribbler in 1920s Sussex. It
is an acclaimed cast including Olivia Coleman, Jessie Buckley, Hugh
Skinner and Timothy Spall. Doors are open at 7 pm for a 7.30 start,
tickets are £3.50. No advance booking needed.
Margaret Brocklehurst

STRETTON ON FOSSE

Stretton on Fosse Annual Village Show
The show is taking place on Saturday 17th August from 2.15
pm. Entries to the show accepted from 9 am to 11 am, 30p per en-
try, children's classes free. Classes include produce, baking, pre-
serves, art and craft and children's. Prizes, 1st £1.00, 2nd 75p, 3rd
50p. Fun Dog Show, entries from 2 pm at the gazebo - 30p per
class. Lots of fun for all the family! Class schedule viewable
on https://www.strettononfosse.com/villageshow.
Marianne Robinson

Circle Dance Group in the Village Hall
Usually the 1st Thursday of the month, 2.30 - 4pm but, next month
we are meeting on Tuesday, July 2nd instead because of the elec-
tion. All welcome - including beginners. No partner required. Wear
comfortable shoes! Call Geri Hunting for more details 07968
338848.
Geri Hunting



https://www.strettononfosse.com/villageshow

TREDINGTON WITH DARLINGSCOTT
Tredington & District Garden Club
On Thursday 18

July we will be holding our summer social evening
in @a member’s garden, to include drinks, canapes and ice creams,
plus a raffle. Guests are welcome. For more information see
www.tredingtongardenclub.weebly.com.

Gill Goodlad, Programme Secretary

Tredington & Blackwell WI
On Thursday 11% July members will travel to Hillers Farm Shop for
their summer outing, with opportunities for eating, drinking and
shopping. Non-members are welcome. To find out more and to
book a place contact Marilyn at programme-
secretary@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk. The next meeting will
be on Thursday 8™ August at 7pm.
Gill Goodlad, WI Secretary

Craft & Chatter
There will be no meeting on 4 July due to the general elec-
tion. Chatter & Craft will meet at 2pm on Monday 15 July in the
WI Hall, for conversation, tea and cake, with optional craft. Admis-
sion is £1 and no membership required. For more information con-
tact Vanessa on 07818 599353 or
vanessa@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk.
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary

Community Film Night
A date to reserve in your busy diaries - the next film will be shown

on Friday 2" August. All details will be sent to the film email group
nearer the time. If you would like to join the email group, contact
Gill via text to 07789810877 or email gillgoodlad@hotmail.com.
Gill Goodlad, WI Treasurer

Art Appreciation Course
This U3A course will next meet on Wednesday 3™ July from 10.00 -

12.00 in the WI Hall. A few places are still available. Contact Sa-
rah at sarahjlander@gmail.com for details.
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary

Qigong (Movement, Breathwork & Meditation)
These popular techniques that are shown to reduce stress and en-
hance energy levels. They are suitable for those with all levels of
experience (or none) and may be done seated or standing. Classes
by Alissa Powell are on Fridays in the hall, 9.30 - 10.30am. To
book a place visit https://breath-therapy.uk/events/ or email Alissa
at alissa@breath-therapy.uk for more information. £7.00 per class.
Gill Goodlad, Hall Secretary
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WHITCHURCH

Wimpstone: Shakespeare Hospice 25th Anniversary
Tea party in the garden of the Old Forge Wimpstone on Sunday
28th July, 2pm until 4pm. Donations of cakes will be very wel-
comed. Contact John Craner
07772 623585.
John Craner

OUTSIDE THE PARISHES

A SUMMER BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN
At the Halford Bridge Inn, near Shipston
Saturday 13'" July ‘24 at 9.00am for 9.15am
There will be a delicious continental breakfast served for £9
with pastries, fruit, juice, yoghurts and coffee and teas. CLAIRE LEE
who lives in Moreton in Marsh will be speaking and the title of her
talk is 'I'M NOT GOOD ENOUGH - OR AM I?’. These mornings are
very informal and friendly so do come along and enjoy a breakfast
and listen to Claire. Please pay on the day and give Liz Harvey an
email to reserve a place on or 07914
026451.
Liz Harvey

STRETTON DN FOSSE VILIAGE HALL

Now you can book our refurbished, brighter Village Hall!

A private party? A wedding reception? A dance? A concert? A conference? A
performance? A business meeting? A rehearsal?

Car park and adjacent parking

EV charging points (2x22kw, ~35p per kwh, Monta app)

Free Superfast Broadband

Glazed panoramic viewing onto paved patio /grassed walkabout area
Recently refurbished breakout or private meeting room

A comprehensively equipped kitchen with fast commercial dishwasher
A stage with AV and lighting equipment, large screen

To book: strettononfosse.com/village hall/booking request

For more information: strettonvillagehall@strettononfosse.com or contact Izzi on 07850
314161.

11
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Talton Mill Butchery
Now open every Friday 9am-1pm.
Fresh sausage and bacon and a selection of fresh and frozen meat

from the farm and locality including our free range chicken.
CV378UG.
Between Newbold and Alderminster.
taltonmillmeats@gmail.com

Starting or running a small business?

Local qualified accountant, now retired,
offers accountancy, bookkeeping and
finance services to SMEs and sole traders

www.JAAssociates.co.uk 07977 103897

CLASSIFIED ADS

Acting tuition: Gain confidence, performance skills & LAMDA act-
ing qualifications! All ages/abilities. 1 to 1 or group sessions with
Yve Harford-Brown (MA Drama & Theatre, BA Education)
07758460589 /

Tutoring for Maths and English: qualified secondary school
teacher offering 11+ and GCSE tuition,(with Maths up to A level)
DBS cleared. www.clarketutoring.com .T: 07984 140 39

E: clarke.tutoring@btinternet.com.

Friendly, Local Website Builder & Digital Expert. Inexpensive
Professional Website Services: SEO; Copy & Blog Writing; Brand
Building; Technical Help & Maintenance. Contact Nick on 07812
345933 | nickdock@gmail.com | improve-seo.co.uk.

Maximum 30 words £6.00 per month. Please supply text as a Word docu-
mentment and send to the Editor s.brock9@btinternet.com

12
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THE HOWARD ARMS
ILMINGTON

GOLD WINNER
West Midlands Tourism Awards 2023

Bar opening times
Monday to Saturday: 11am — 11pm
Sunday: 12pm — 10.30pm

Food serving times
Daytime:
Monday to Saturday: 12pm — 2.30pm
Evening:

Monday to Thursday: 6pm — 9pm
Friday & Saturday: 6pm — 9.30pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays
12pm — 7.30pm
FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL 01608 682226
EMAIL: INFO@H%I:WARDARMS.COM

13
The Howard Arms, Lower Green, Ilmington,, Warwickshire, CV36 4LT



SUPPORTING YOU IN YOUR HOME WITH:

Personal Care
Companionship & Support
Shopping

Housekeeping & Cleaning

~

Insured and CRB checked with
Full UK driving licence.

References available on request.

(107933 309 431
@9 agnieszka.jen1972@gmail.com
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T.A. HALE
GROVE GARAGE EBRINGTON
Agricultural & Motor
Engineers
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F: 01386 593300
E: tahale.grove@hotmail.com
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For a special occasion, regular event
or meeting, why not book
ILMINGTON VILLAGE HALL

Foxcote Hill, CV36 4LD

(licensed bar available)

C L f R .
For bookings and other information please refer to the website:
www.ilmington-village.com

@l@ PA&RISH CLEANING
DOMESTIC-COMMERCIAL-
PROFESSIONAL-RELIABLE

T: 01789459401
M: 07875738109

parishcleaningservices@btinternet.com
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22 |Imington Multi-Sports Facility Vs <
Tennis, Five a Side Football, Basketball

and Floorball. LED Floodlights

Managed and run by IlImington Tennis Club
on behalf of lImington Parish Council.
The Tennis club welcomes players of all ages and levels of play.
Coaching including taster sessions are available.
Full information and contact details on IMSF’s website.
www.imsf.co.uk

Warwick soft furnishings

We design and craft
bespoke curtains.
blinds, cushions, and

An independent family-owned and run company,
serving The Cotswolds area since 1928.

accessories using

Friendly and professional care and support | beautiful fabrics tailored |
24 Hour Service ’ to meet your individual
Qualified Funeral Director style and home.

Peaceful and spacious Chapel of Rest
Funeral pre-planning
Convenient on-site parking

Funerals tailored to individual needs and wishes ‘

Tel: 01608 650633 ~ 24 HOUR SERVICE

Contact Samantha on

07976 972091
London Road, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 OHJ for a free design
Email: office@allenfunerals.co.uk s consultation, including

Website: www.allenfunerals.co.uk igcdlmeasuring:service: |

and fabric advice /
recommendations.

e SALF
Golden [SALE]
Charter

o

www.warwicksoftfurnishings.co.uk




Planning an Event?

\ 4 B

Party, Meeting, Presentation or Fundraiser?

HALL FOR HIRE

IN TREDINGTON

Licensed. Fully-equipped Kitchen
Wi-Fi. AV System. Hearing Loop

Capacity — up to 50 people (seated)
Accessible for disabled people
For details and availability:-

Contact Gill by text on 07789 810877 or email
treasurer@tredingtonandblackwellwi.co.uk

Tredington & Blackwell WI Hall,
Armscote Rd, Tredington CV36 4NP

BIueSZAvon

COMPASSIONATE
COMPANIONSHIP

Blue Avonis your local, bespoke and affordable
companionship service in our community.

Blue Avon offers:

* Companionship

* Short respite care for family members
* Physical and mental exercises

* Care home and hospice visits

« End of life companionship

* Dementia with Love

* Reborn Doll Therapy
“this list of services is not inclusive

For more information, please contact Aggie:

07714 643 752
hello@blueavon.co.uk
www.blueavon.co.uk

ADRIAN THOMBS

Electrical Services

DOMESTIC < COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL + LIGHTING DESIGN
HOUSE REWIRES

N T 01608 661713
M: 07930 524 211

Stratford Blinds

We come to you

for all your made to
measure blinds

Call
01789 576026




Professional Horticulturalists  GYMNASTICS FOR ALL

Established in 1992. * Age 2 years to Teens
7 * Boys & Girls Gymnastics
» Design & Consultancy * Parkour & Cheerleading
« Advice and Mentoring * Rhythmic & Preschool
« Planting Plans BIRTHDAY PARTIES & HOLIDAY CLUBS

Bookings & Enquiries email:
Based in limington, Nr Shipston On Stour flipping@peacockgymnastics.com © f

Contact: -
www.peacockgymnastics.com
info@oxfordlawnsandgardens.co.uk Peacock Gymnastics Academy, Shipston on Stour CV36 4QZ

www.oxfordlawnsandgardens.co.uk

« Garden Maintenance

The Three Parishes Millennium Hall

Preston on Stour
www.prestononstour.org

Book your next event here
Music & Theatrical Events, Weddings,
Celebrations, Exhibitions, Business Meetings,
Seasonal Events, etc
Fully Equipped for Catering & Events
WiFi, PPL & PRS Licence, Car Park

FILM NIGHT
LAST
FRIDAY
OF THE MONTH

To book call Carole Sambrook Hurst
Tel 01789 450486 or Email prestononstour.hall@gmail.com
Special rates for residents of Preston on Stour, Atherstone on Stour, Wimpstone and Whitchurch



RLocke & Son

Independent Family Funeral Directors - Est 1853

ik Caution Corner
BRAILES
IR OX15 5AZ

Generations of Care E (01608) 685274

For more information about our services,
to view our funeral announcements
and online donations, please visit

www.rlockeandson.co.uk

Golden Charter *

Planning a wedding?
Need local accommodation?

2 Four star cottages
Each cottage sleeps four
Warm welcome
www.tredingtonmill.co.uk
tredingtonmill@btinternet.com
01608 664626
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SHOP * CAFE

Come on in! Our friendly shop is
staffed by volunteers and run as a
cooperative for the benefit of all the
community. We stock fresh local
produce and everyday items at
competitive prices

Opening hours, latest news
www.ilmingtonshop.co.uk
Or follow us on Facebook
and Instagram

The Old Church, Upper Green, Ilmington

18

Looking for a new challenge
that keeps you fit?

Want to be part of the modern
evolution of folk traditions?

Make new friends

Learn in a relaxed environment

All welcome

Dance out at local fetes and shows
during the spring & summer

- No pressure to perform
- Not as difficult as it looks!

Enjoy a taster session with
Flowers of limington
any Tuesday, 7:30pm
at llmington School
Contact Kathryn 628087
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THE TRAVEL
DIRECTORS
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| AM EXCITE f
POSITION TO HELP OTHER
ACHIEVE THEIR TRAVEL GOALS

I have been fortunate to travel extensively throughout Europe, Southern
and Central America, and Southern Africa. As a result | have first hand
experience of a wide variety of destinations and holiday types.

On those travels | have been fortunate to amass amazing memories from
tracking elephants in Botswana, cruising the Galapagos Islands, entering
Machu Pichu via the Sun Gate at the end of the Inca Trail.

Please feel free to contact me, as | would welcome the opportunity to help you
build your own fond travel memories.

Rob Kennedy

01608 696555
rob.kennedy@thetraveldirectors.co.uk

Scan the QR code §
above for more. thetraveldirectors.co.uk/rob-kennedy




